
 
 

 

Global Summit in Abu Dhabi will focus on how to improve risk management and 

provide scale for responsible finance in the MENA region 

The RFI Summit Early Bird registration period ends on 7 March 2019 

London, United Kingdom, 6 March 2019 – The RFI Summit 2019 announces that Early Bird registration 

will close on 7 March, the last chance for participants to benefit from an exclusive 30% discount to join 

leaders from the regional financial sector.  The RFI Summit, which will be held at Abu Dhabi Global 

Market (ADGM) will provide participants with an opportunity to learn about how responsible finance 

can benefit participants, highlighting how banks and asset managers can improve their risk management 

while identifying new business opportunities.  

Now in its fourth year, the RFI Summit 2019 builds upon the outcomes that were developed by 

participants at the previous RFI Summit in April 2018 during the final ‘unconference session’.  This 

session, which asked Summit participants to develop outcomes based on the case studies presented 

earlier in the day, coalesced into the following four recommendations, which were incorporated 

throughout the RFI Summit 2019 agenda recognizing that responsible finance depends on:  

 Managing risks, creating scale and demonstrating impact; 

 Understanding the preferences of the ultimate beneficiaries of finance;  

 Creating continuous transformation using measurable results to add scale; and,  

 Redefining business success to include long-term social, environmental and economic 

sustainability.  

The conclusions from last year’s Summit provide cross-cutting support throughout the RFI Summit 2019 

agenda and in its theme: “A New SRI: Can Sustainable, Responsible and Islamic Finance Deliver More 

Impact Together?”  The theme reiterates the opportunities that can be gained through a convergence 

between different types of responsible finance.  Sustainable finance, responsible investment and Islamic 

finance provide complementary features that fundamentally affect risk, returns and impact differently.  

In addition, to support global trends in responsible finance, we have oriented this year’s Support 

Disruption for Good Challenge, our annual FinTech business competition that is open for applications 

through 24 March, to feature three winners whose products can benefit financial institutions that are 

integrating responsible finance.  The winners of the Challenge will be selected by their potential to 

support financial institutions addressing key risks they face as a result of their exposure to 

environmental and social impacts through their financing.   

Blake Goud, CEO of RFI Foundation commented: “The RFI Summit brings a focus on the business impacts 

of the environmental and social impact that economic activity creates.  The Summit highlights how 

financial institutions can improve their risk management with a focus on environmental, social and 

governance (ESG) data.  We will go beyond theory by showcasing examples of banks, asset managers 

and capital market instruments that demonstrate a tangible value-add from responsible finance. ” 

Mounir Khouzami, Executive Board Member, Chairman of the Advisory Board and Co-Founder of Swiss 

Arab Network said: “Participants will leave the RFI Summit 2019 having met and engaged with leaders 
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from business, finance and the public sector.  The Summit will provide them with a starting point to 

seize the opportunities presented by responsible finance, and will be a link into a wider network of 

organisations active on the cutting edge of responsible finance in the region.”   

For more information about the RFI Summit 2019, please visit www.rfisummit.org.  To register with a 

limited-time 30% discount, please complete your registration before 7 March 2019. 

 

About the Responsible Finance & Investment Summit 2019 

The RFI Summit will be held at Abu Dhabi Global Market (ADGM), a broad-based international financial 
centre for local, regional and international institutions, on 29 April 2019 in Abu Dhabi, United Arab 
Emirates.  The RFI Summit 2019 will bring together key stakeholders within responsible finance to build 
connections to new growth opportunities and more measurable impact. It plays a vital role in connecting 
representatives from across the global responsible finance industry to build on the growing cooperation 
between SRI, ESG and Islamic finance. Now in its fourth year, the RFI Summit is an initiative of the RFI 
Foundation and Swiss Arab Network to build awareness of shared values that can bring socially 
responsible investing (SRI), environmental, social and governance (ESG) and Islamic finance together to 
increase their positive impact. 
 
About RFI Foundation 

The RFI Foundation is a non-profit organisation with a mission to identify a neutral, nonpartisan and 
universal value proposition that encourages convergence of responsible finance practices. RFI evolves 
Sustainable, Responsible, Impact Investing (SRI), Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) and the 
Islamic finance sectors towards a convergence of their shared standards, and engages stakeholders to 
build the responsible finance industry as a catalyst to support equitable, inclusive and sustainable 
economic development. Visit us at www.rfi-foundation.org  
 
About Swiss Arab Network 

The Swiss Arab Network (SAN) is a non-profit networking organisation with headquarters in Zurich and 
affiliations in the Arab world that strives to bridge gaps, promote sustainable exchange and intensify the 
mutual understanding among Swiss and Arab people. SAN is a networking platform and organises events 
and gives speeches on topics like Swiss and Arab finance, business, culture, art and film. Established and 
high-profile organisations from Switzerland and the Arab world are members of the network. Visit us at 
www.swissarab.org  
  

Media Contacts 

 Blake Goud, Chief Executive Officer, RFI Foundation:  
blake.goud@rfi-foundation.org, www.rfi-foundation.org  

 Mounir Khouzami, Executive Board Member, Chairman of the Advisory Board and Co-Founder of 
Swiss Arab Network: 
mounir.khouzami@swissarab.org, www.swissarab.org 
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